96      BALZAC'S  INCREASING  FAME
used to bring one plan successfully to completion, he generally started ten or twelve new ones, all of which vanished into smoke, and brought him no advantage.*
Hardly a year passed without Balzac spending
some time at the hospitable house at Frapesle, the
doors of which were  always  open  to  him ;   and
there, away from creditors, publishers, journalists,
and all his other enemies, he was able to write in
peace and quietness.    There, too, he made many
pleasant acquaintances, among them M. Armand
Pereme,   the    distinguished   antiquary,   and   M.
Periollas, who was at one time under M. Carraud
at Saint-Cyr, and afterwards  became   chief of  a
squadron of artillery.     To  Madame Carraud  he
also owed  an  introduction to his  most intimate
male friend, Auguste Borget, a genre painter who
travelled in China, and drew many pictures of the
scenery there.    Borget lodged in the same house
with Balzac in the Rue Cassini, and is mentioned
by him in a letter to Madame Hanska, in 1833, as
one of his three real friends beside her and his sister,
Madame de  Berny and Madame Carraud  being
the other two.    It was a very real grief to Balzac
when Borget was away;   and he says that even
when   the   painter   is   travelling,  sketching,  and
never   writes   to   him,   he   is   constantly in  his
remembrance ; while in another letter he speaks of
his friend's nobility of soul and beauty of sentiment.
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